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_£0 THE REV, THOMAS WHITTEMORE. 
_ Sir,—Having proved in my former communi- 


cation the doctrine of a Future Judgment, 1 pro-' 


pose to show in this, that the punishment, which 


is consequent upon the judgment, belongs also 


to the future state. 
- You admit that the wicked shall be punished 
according to the desert of their sins; and you 


ishment, properly so called, is not adapted or 
designed to promote reformation, but to satisfy 
justice, to support the authority of the law, and 


‘give stability and security to government. 


This distinction in punishments is recognized 
by all well regulated governments. The 
smaller penalties of the law are disczpimary, the 
greater are capital punishments. “If aman be a 
drunkard, and troublesome, he is sent to the 
house of correction ; if he kills his fellow crea- 
ture be must be hung for it. Now, Sir, will 
you say that all panishments are disciplinary, 


deny all punishment in the, future state: of| and designed for the reformation of the subjects? 


course you hold that sinners shall be punished 
according to the desert of their sins in this life. 
This 1 deny, and trust that I shall be able to 
show, that sin is a crime of that character, that 
it cannot receive its full desert of punishment 
in this, and that its punishment is reserved for 
the future state. And here it may be observed 
that the duration of future punishment enters 
not info the discussion, but the fact of future 
punishment alone. 

Here let us inquire in what sense the wicked 
are punished? Is their punishment the mere 
effect of sin, or is it the award of justice 2? Pun- 


ishment ina certain sense may be the effect of 


sin; as he that gets drunk and falls into the 
mire will defile his clothes, and he that spenie 
his substance in ‘riotous living,” will bring him- 
‘self to want. But this is the least part of the 
punishment of sin, it be any part of it. Punish- 
ment is properly the award of justice; as when 

a man steals, or defrauds the public, he is sen- 
tenced to solitary imprisonment, or to hard la- 
bor. In this case his punishment is not the ef- 
fect of sin, in the philosophical sense of that 
phrase. but in a judicial sense it may be. But 
the punishment we are now speaking of, taking 
place under the divine law, is the effect of sin 
only in a judicial sense. That this is the fact is 
evident, because it is the result of legal process. 
It is the sentence of law. It follows upon con- 
viction by evidence. It isawarded by the high- 
est judicial authority, even that of JeHovan 
himself. Punishment is not therefore the mere 
effect of sin. 

Here also it may be proper to inquire, if sin 
is punished to the full extent of its desert in thi- 
life, iv what way this punishment can be inflict- 
ed? And it must be by afflicting the transgres- 
sor either in his outward circumstances, in bis 
body, or in his soul, or in all these. There is 
not another way different from all these within 
the reach of thought. 

» Before { examine this subject, it may be pro- 
per, as it will lessen the range of discussion, to 
state what may safely be conceded to you re- 
specting punishment in this life. 

And here | am ready io admit, with all who 
hold future punishment, that the wicked have 
more or less affliction in one or more of the above 
ways, in this world, and that this affliction may 
be called punishment,~-that is, disciplinary pun- 
ishment. But disciplinary punishment, how- 


_ever severe, is not the whole punishment due 


to transgression, but is limited by the mercy of 
God, mixed with grace, designed for, and adapt- 
ed to reform the subjects of it. 


Jhareuas " 
Whereas pun- | 


Is there not an absurdity in this which you are 
little aware of? What is this but saying the 
murderer is hung for his good! to make him a 
good citizen of that kingdom from which he is 
cut off by his punishment! 

Equally, absurd would it be to say that the 
greatest punishments inflicted by the divine law 
are disciplinary, and designed to promote the 
reformation of those who sufferthem. Accord- 
ing to this, the wicked are damned for their 
good !—Sentenced to the punishment prepared 
for the devil and his angels to reform them !-- 
banished from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of bis pewer, in order to prepare 
them to enjoy his favor and dwell in his king- 
dom!—cast into outer darkness to illuminate 
them!—suffer the loss of hope, sentenced to 
dwell where there is weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth, in order to recover faith, 
hope and charity !--Suffer a punishment much 


wrath without mixture, in order to their sanctifi- 
cation and glorification !—And all this, it should 
seem, after the mercy and grace of God have 
been eserted in vain. 

I doubt, Sir, whether you will be pleased 


the legitimate consequence of that doctrine 
punishment. 


point about which we are at issue, namely, 
whether sin receives its full desert of punish- 
ment in this life, or in the next. Here again 
we must distinguish between sins that are par- 
doned, & sins that are not pardoned. [tis only sins 
that are not pardoned that are to be punished 
according to their desert; unless you are able 
to show, that to pardon and to punish according 
to desert, is the same thing, or at least that they 
are well consistent with each other. Leaving 
this for your future thoughts— 

I come to consider whether all transgressors 
snffer their full desert of punishment in this 
life? Yonaffirm that they do. If so, it must be 


morse of conscience. 


the first of these, outward circumstances pro- 
ducing trouble and anxiety of mind? 
that it does not. [ shall not denv that some 
wicked men are greatly afflicted in their out 
ward circamstances. 


sorer than death without mercy, in a state of 


with this inference ; and yet it appears to be| 


I come now to consider more closely the) 


either in those outward circumstances which pro- | 
duce trouble and anxiety of mind; or in sick- | 
ness and pain of body; or in accusations and re-|them in slippery places; thou castedest them 
| down into destruction. 
1. Does the full punishment of sin consist in into desolation, asin a moment!” &c, Psalms 
'IxxMiil, 

Lam sure | 
imark, 1. That he once thought, as yon do, that 


your argument so long as there are others who 
are not so troubled. Need it be proved that 
wicked men often prosper in this world ?~That 
they have every thing in their outward circum- 
stances that the world can give, or that reason- 
able beings can require ? Is not this the subject of 
daily observatlon? Is it not often the case that 
the outward circumstances of the wicked are 


more favorable than those of the righteous ?— 


And was it not thus even under the Motaic dis- 
pensation, when God dealt more in temporal re- 
wards and punishments, than he does under the 
more spiritual dispensation of the gospel ? 
Solomon tells us, “There be just men to 
whom it happeneth according to the work of 
the wicked : again there be wicked men to whom 
it happeneth according to the work of the righ- 
teous,” &c. This he tells us is the case “while 
they live, and after that they go to the dead.” 
‘No man knoweth either love or hatred by all 
that is before them. All things come alike to 
all: there is one event to the righteous, and to 
the wicked ; to the good and to the clean, and to 
the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him 
that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the 
sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth 
av oath,” &c. Ecl. viii. 14, and ix. 1,2. Job's 
friends seem to have thought that God deals 
with men in this world according to their moral 
characters ; and therefore inferred from ‘his 
sufferings, that he was a wicked man. But Job 
bad other views, and gives his friends to under- 
stand that the righteous are often in affliction, 
while the wicked prosper. “Wherefore,” says 
he, in his vindication of himself, “do the wicked 
live, become old, yea, are mighty in power? 
Their seed is established in their sight with 
them, and their offspring before their eyes. 
Their houses are safe trom fear, neither is the 
rod of God upon them.” Job xxi. 7, 8,9. Now 
whether the book of Job be a history of facts or 


which teaches that reformation is the end of all | Bie ae cee Dy Persie a ene 


placed yourself in the same situation with Job’s 
friends? Jeremiah says, ‘Wherefore doth the 
way of the wicked prosper; wherefore are all 
they happy that deal very treacherously ?” Jer, 
xii. 1. The Psalmist is very explicit on this 
subject. He says, +] was envious atthe foolish, 
when | saw the prosperity of the wicked. For 
there are no bands in their death, but their 
strength is firm. They are not in trouble as 
other men (the righteous); neither are they 
plagued like other men.” &c. “Behold these 
are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; | 
they increase in riches. Verily | have cleansed 
my heart in vain, and washed ny hands in inno- 
cency. Forallthe day long have | been plagued 
and chastened every morning,” &c. ‘When I 
thought to know this it was too pain‘ul for me ; 
until | went into the sanctuary of God; then un- 
derstood [ their end. Surely thou didst set 


How are they brought 


On these words of the Psalmist we may re- 


the present is the sia‘e of retribution, where God 


But this is nothing to/in his dealings with men, makes all that distine 


- 


— 
¢ 
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anemia eon = aa aaa ra ~— a 
tlon between thé righteous and the wicked) science ceases its functions, “The tendency of and at last should 
which is implied in his rendering to every man) vice to this end has been seen and lamented by is justly due for one crime 


this satisfies for one offence, still 
nine for which he makes no sat a, 
that has beensaid, Wwe have me e 
and punishment by the law of 'y 5 but does 


according to his deeds. 2, ‘That by going into good men in every age, and it is contidently be- 
the sanctuary for instruction, his views in this! lieved would have been acknowledged by you, 
respect, were corrected, and he was brought to| if the love of system (pardon the offensiveness 
see, that, though the wicked prosper in this, of the expression) had not obscured the “visual 


world, and are not plagued like other men, yet) ray 


their end shall be destruction and desolation, and 
not salvation as you teach. 3. That upon re- 
ceiving divine illumination a subject, he 
was execedingly mortified with his former views, 
and accounted for them thus: “So foolish was |, 
and ignorant, | was asa beast before thee.”— 
And lastly, you may remark, and it is a senti- 
ment supported by both testaments, that the 
wicked often receive their good things in this 
world, while the righteous receive evil things ; 
but after death the one shall be **comforted,” 
and the other “tormented.” As it respects un- 
comfortable circumstances and outward afflic- 
tiens in this world, the rightcous have, and al- 
ways bave had as large, i not a much larger, 
portion than the wicked. Of this no one can be 
ignorant who is not blinded by love of theory. 
2. It is not necessary for me to prove, that the 
‘wicked do not receive the full desert of their 
wickedness in the diseases and pains of body. 
they suffer in this life It will be time enough 
to do this, when you or any one, shall attempt 
to show that they suffer more in these ways than 
the most holy men npon earth. 

3. But it may be necessary to stop a little, 


,v 
The substance of these observations when 
put in logical form will stand thus: 

God, as the righteous governor of the world, 
| will, in this world or the next, nish impeni- 
|teut sinners according to the desert of their 

crimes ; J 
But he does not so punish them in this world ; 
Therefore he will thus punish them ia the next. 

On the first of these propositions I con- 
ceive there'is no room for dispute, as you assert 
that God will punish every man according to his 
deeds. The second proposition alone is dispu- 
table. Here we take opposites sides. You af- 


firm, and | deny, that God punishes impenitent 


sinners according to their deeds in this world. 
If | maintain my ground here, the inference un- 
deniably follows that the impenitent shall be 
punished in the future state. 

‘he dispute about future punishment is now 
reduced to a narrow compass. If you can prove 


that the impenilént receive a punishment in this 


life proportioned to the desert of their sins, 
/then future punishment is a false doctrine. On 


not the divine law recognize him as a rebel, 
and demand satisfaction of him b? And 
how is divine justice to be satisfied? Clearly by 
his future condemnation and punishment. | 
Once more. Suppose one of the despots of 
our world, to gratify bis pride and ambition, 
should place himself at the head of half a mil- 
lion of men prepared for the work of destrnc- 
tion anddeath He goes forth trampling upon 
all law human and divine ; he violates treaties, 
disregards justice, burns cities, ravages king- 
doms, while destruction and misery every where 
mark his way; he makes indiscriminate slaugh- 
ter of men, women and children; wantons in 
the miseries of his fellow creatures ; sacrifices 
many ten thousands of his own subjects, and. 
makes widows and fatherless children without 
number. Finally he returns victorious with 
the spoils of nations, and leaves kingdoms to his 
heirs. You cannot say that history furnishes no 
such example. Now, sine care not whether 
it be said that this tyrant, after all bis crimes, 
lived in prosperity and died in obdurate (ran- 
quility, which is much the most probable, or 


‘ 


that he suffered in every possible way during 


the other hand, if | show that the impenitent do! 
the remainder of his life: I ask you, in the 


: : | 
not receive such a punishment, then your doc- 


and inquire whether the wicked receive theit)trine is a fearful delusion. If you reply to my 
full desert of punishment in the accusations aud! arguments you must prove, not that wicked men 


remorse of conscience which they snfler in this|sometimes suffer much in this life, but that all 


life. [believe this is the strong hold of Uni-| ihe impenitent suffer the whole punishment due 
versalism; because when driven from every|to their transgressions. If there is one who 
other, it flies to this as its last resort. | does oot thus suffer, your argument falls to the 

Here also ! am willing to concede, with ali) ¢ronnd, and universal salyation is found to be a 
who hold future punishment, that all men have |deaily error. 


name of conscience, whether it is possible for 
him to suffer in this life, all that his crimes de- 
serve! ‘lo affirm this, woulkl be to mock the 
understanding of all mankind. It would be to 
deny a universal sentiment. It would be trif- 
ling with a serious subject. It could evince 
only the extent to which the human intellect 
may be darkened, and the judgment warped, by 


sd 


# conscience; and that many wicked men suffer} 1 might safely rest the cause pending between : 
great terror and remorse of conscience. But in jus on the issue of this single point. Could) the evidence of trath compels these assertions, 
no instance in this life does all they suffer from! you show that all men, at some period of} The truth will appear in astill stronger light, 
conscience amount to the full desert of their| their lives, suffer in all the above mentioned | by contrasting to the prosperity of the wicked,” 
sins. And besidos this, there is a class of wick-| ways, yet you gain nothing unless you prove| the afllictions of many of the holiest ten that 
ed men, of men the most wicked, who suffer no! from the Word of God, that they snffer all that! ever ‘vel, How many of these have been 
pin, no remorse of conscience at all. St. Paul) their sins, in justice deserve. Because they poor, and despised, and oppressed, and falsely 
thus describes them, “Now the spirit speaketh | may sufier much in all these ways, and yet their| accused, and treated as the filth and offscouring 
expressly thatin the latter times some shall de-| sufferings be disciplinary, and far less than ma-! of the world, and chasened with strong pain, and 
part frem the faith, giving heed to seducing | ny of the righteous endure. But how can you! plagued through their whole lives! ‘he di- 


the love of theory. his is saying much ; bat 


spirits and doctrines of devils ; speaking lies in 
hypocrisy ; having their conscience scared with 
a hot iron,’ | Tim. iv. 1,2. “Having the un- 
derstanding darkened, &c. who being past feel- 
ing have given themzelyes over to lascivious- 
ness, to work all uncleanness with greediness,” 
Eph iv. 18, 19. ‘ 

Here is a state of depravity and wickedness 
in which men suffer nothing from the accusa- 
tions and remorse of conscience ; fer their con- 
sciences through the excess of wickedhiess have 


prove that they suffer all that is due to their| vine testimony is, that they had “trial of cruel 
sins, so long as the Bible declares that “they | mockings and scourgings, of bonds and imprison- 
are happy that deal very treacherously”—‘that | ment; that ‘“they—were stoned, were sawn 
the way of the wicked Brokpere”= thar sei] denndes, were tempted, were slain with the 
honses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of|sword;” that “they wandered about in sheep-- 
pGed upen them” — that “they live—become old, | skins, and goat-skins; being destitute, afflicted, 
pare mighty in power ;”"—that “their consciences | tormented :” “that they bave had their goods 
jare past feeling,”—and that “they have uo bands | spoiled—have been torn away from their fami- 
fin their déath ?” ilies, immured in deep, dark, loathsome prisons, 
Let us suppose a case. A man commits rob-| loaded with chains, fed on bread and water, suf 
bery and murder, and thereby forfeits his life,/ tered anxiety and fear, and finally have been 


become like canterized fesh, seared wish « hot} as well as sulfers mach remorse of conscience | tortured to death by the most crucl methods 
iron, and post feeling. You may remark, that it|for his crimes, At length being ansnzpected,| that the ingenuity and malice of their enemies 
18 Hota state of comparitive innocence which is|and prompied by the hope 6f gain, he commits! could inv ent. 

here described, in which the accusations of con-|a second offence of the same kind ; and feeling ( 
Science are hardly perceptible ; but of errar|iess remorse than hefore, and still allured By. 
aad delasion, hypocrisy an‘ deceit; the excess} the gain of unrighteousness. he goes on ull he|the face. and then answer the following ques- 


Now, Sir, let me ask you to lay your theory 
‘aside for a moment,.to Jook thts subject full in 


of riet and lasciviousness,where vice has become 
hvbitual, and where conscience has become ex- 
tinct. Nota state prior to the commencement 
of the office of conscience. but which follows 
the cessation .of all its functions. 1p the pro- 
gress of vice, the remonsirances of conscience 
do not become more and more powerful, as your 
argument requires, bot weaker and less efficient. 
This shows not that this kind of punishment is 


exactly proportioned to the decree of cuilt con-!i 


tracted, bot the contrary, and that at the point 
uhen vice reaches its greatest obduracy, con- 


| : 
lias robbed and mardered ten times: at_each tions :-— 
successive time feeling less remorse than be-| Do not many of the most wicked men, accor:d- 


» 
4 


fore, till finally he feels none at all. He has 


jmade himself rich by his crimes, lives in ease, 
| fares sumptuously every day, and at seventy dies 
jin his own bed, and-dies as he had lived, with- 
jout remorse. This is certainly a supposable 
case. Now, Sir, tell me how this maa suffers 
jin th.s life, according to his deeds. Sofar from 
il, that thousands of the best men in the world 
safier more than he. But suppose he should 
sufler in every possible way while he lives, 


ing to the scriptures and our best observation, 
escape punishment m this world? By what 
evidence of scripture, reason, or our senses, 
can you mike it appear that the wicked, tn ald 
cases, sufler a punishment in this life propor- 
tioned to the number and magnitude of iheir 
crimes? Does not the assertion that they «do 
thus suffer, go to represent the greatest crimes, 


eee by the greatest obduracy, ws compara- 
t 


ively very small? And does not this represen- 


tation tend directly to remove.a stlutary abhor- 
rence of sin, and fear of punishment, from the 
minds of—at least the vicious?—On the other 
hand, do not many of the very best of men suf- 
fer incomparably more in this world, than some 
of the worst? Do not the righteous, according 


to your doctrine, suffer more than they deserve ? 


- 


if not, will not their safferings prove that sin is 
a much greater evil than you have supposed it 
to be? Again. How is their suffering so 
mach, consistent with their receiving their re- 
ward in this life, as your doctrine teaches? If 
the righteous must suffer so much in this life, 
even more than the wicked, had we not better 
dispense with righteousness and take our plea- 
sure ? se 

Leaving these questions to be answered by 
you, I close this part of my subject with one re- 
flection. The manifest disproportion between sin 
and punishment in this life, unavoidably leads to 
the conclusion that sin shall be punished in the 
future state. 


‘There is another insuperable difficulty at- 
tending your doctrine, which | cannot omit to 
notice. According to the gospel, salvation is by 
grace, in pardoning sin and remilting deserved 
punishment. But if the transgressor be saved 
on the, ground of suffering the whole-punish- 
ment due to his transgressions, where, in the 
name of common sense, is the grace in his salu- 
tation? Plainly, grace has nothing to do in the 
business. 
the law, can suffer no more in justice. 


. 


His dis- 


charge from suffering is not in this case an act 


of grace, but of justice. But need I say that 
the gospel knows nothing of salvation upon the 
ground of suffering the desert of sin? 

The want of room in your Magazine, prevents 
my illustrating this article, as also the bringing 


He that suffers the whole penalty of 
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forward at present, as 1 had intended to do, my 


direct proof of future punishment. 


Your’s respectfully, 
- O. Scorr. 


P. S. It is desirable that the present discussion should 
be carried on savith fairness on both sic I do not re- 
‘gard it, if it be thought I have made an attack on Univer- 
galism under proper circumstances, and have conducted 
honorably in reference of it. The exact truth however, 
is, with reference to the sermon which I preached in my 
congregation on future judgment, that it was ‘*professedly” 
and really in support of the doctrine of future judgment, 
which had been repeatedly assailed by the Universalists 
for several years past, and not directly against ‘‘Univer- 


sal Salvation. ?’-—I did not mean to ‘*complain’’ that the | 
length of my essays was preseribed ;*? and while it is true | 


ave the “Suse of so much of the Magazine asIThave! . |. . 4 : : 
ae ' | felicity, or glory was to result to him, from crea- 


ever asked for,’’ it is hardly correct to say, that the “‘pre- 
scribed Jength of my essays was of my own choosing.”’ 


’ It was the result of circumstances, not under my control. 


“yersalisin, 


You offered me one page of the Magazine. This offer I 
rejected as too small, and insisted on two pages as the 
least I would take. And while I acknowledye your liberali- 
ty in ultimately complying with this condition, iy would do 
justice to the I!beral sentiments contained on this point in 
your Reply to my former letter. I always knew, and 
every one must know, that two pages of a quarto sheet, is 
small room to treat any one of the great points in discus- 
sion between us 
ceeded my limits; but I am encouraged to Lope, from 
several expressions in your Reply, that i's length will not 
exclude it from the Magazine, -—as I found it impossible to 
do tolerable justice to my subject, and makeit shorier If 
liowever, »ou require me stric.ly to adhere to ihe original 
condiioz, I will so compress my next, that, with the two 
preceding, it shall no: occupy more than ‘six pages. 


rene nr Sere: 


JUST RECEIVED—AND FOR SALE, 
A SERMON, entitled, ‘Reasons for believing in Uni- 


ed in the First Tadcependen Us.iversalist Chureh in Hart- 
ford, Con. By ley, Joun Bisex, Pastor. Second 
Edition. : 


My present letter has somewhat ex-| 


or the uldmate Salvation of all Men,”’ deliver- 


\them, for “God is Love.” 
is recognised by our Saviour, when he reproved | 


) 


{ 
{ 


| 
| 
} 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


A DIALOGUE BETWEEN AN ORTHODOX 
CLERGYMAN AND HIS SCHOLAR. 


(Concluded from page 105.) 


Discipulus. Having been reading Edwards this 
morning, on eternal punishment, I was induced 
afterwards to look into the epistle of St. John; 


and | now must request you, to assist me in| works.” 


translating a ‘text from the Greek. I[ thought, 
that perhaps, there might have been an error 
in James’ Version. ‘The text is, **‘O theos agape 
estin,”’—1 John iy. 8. 


Clericus. I am sorry to find, that you should 
have any difficulty in translating the easiest text, 
perhaps, in the whole Bible. No one can trans- 
late the text better, or more literally and faith- 
fully than it is in the above version. Every bo- 
dy knows that the text is, “God, is love.” 


Discipulus. As words are only the signs of 
ideas, | have still a desire to know what is 
meant by Love, in the above text. 


Clericus. ‘There can be no doubt about it.— 
Love is defined to be kindness, good will, friend- 
ship, tenderness, parental care; fondness. 

Discipulus. \f such be the definition of it, and 
the supreme Being possess this attribute in so 
superlative a degree as to be styled Love, by 
way of eminence, | cannot reconcile the doc- 
trine of Edwards, with the doctrine of St.. John 
that “God is Love.” ‘he supposition which | 
before made of the ignorance of the first Chris- 
tians of the doctrine of Eternal Punishment, is, 
[ think, more in harmony with the text. than 
the doctrine of Edwards, or the commonly re- 
ceived opinion. Indeed | do not conceive how 
the Parent of the universe, who is said by our 


Lord, to have a much greater regard and love'|’ 


to his children than an earthly parent, can con- 
sistently be infinitely more severe in punishing 
The same sentiment 


the young man for calling him good; and he 
then tells him, that only one is good, who is 
God. Is goodness a disposition in a parent to 
inflict endless torments on his poor, frail, imper- 
fect, ignorant children? “Or is the reverse of it 


true, that God is infinitely benevolent, and) 


therefore is said to be Love? But | hope, Sir, 
that you will excuse me, if I add also the fol- 
lowing considerations : 


he cuuld seek to supply; no new accession of) 


tures whom he made. It was gooduess, commu- 
nicating and pouring itself forth ; goodness de- 


D 


“The supreme Being, | 
self-existent and sufficient, had no want which | 
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the supposition of free will in man, since the 
ultimate unfavorable result of such liberty to 
some of mankind, must have been foreseen, & so 
dangerous a gift would not have been conferred, 
by the kind Parent of the universe, if it were to 
be followed with such disastrous and dreadful 
consequences, and the counteraction of his own 
gracions designs. ‘For the Lord is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over ail his 

Clericus. My former reply is all that I shall 
make at present; but I must caution you against 
employing your carnal reason in religious in- 
quiries. — 

Discipulus. As I find some difficulty in this 
text, I must request you to illucidate it: “Bat I 
would have you know, that the head of every » 
man is Christ; and the head of the woman is 
the man, and the head of Christ is God.””—! Cor. 
xi. 3. Now, as the doctrine of the trinity as- 
serts the co-equality of power in the three per- 
sons of the trinity, how is this to be reeonciled 
with the above text? 

Clericus. ‘The above text, must I think, have 
reference only to the human nature of Christ. 


Jiscipulus. Had Christ then two natures ? 

Clertcus. Certainly, our orthodox churches 
teach and believe, that Christ was both God and 
man. 

Disetpulus. Will you have the goodness to 
point out the texts which preve this point. 

Clericus. 1 do not recollect any one in parti-, 
colar that directly affirms this, but it is an obvi- 
ous inference from many. 

Discipulus. As inferences cannot be made 
without the aid of our carnal reason, and as you 
have instructed me, to avoid using it on sub- 
jects of doctrine or in religious iniquiries; you 
will, | hope, excuse me from assenting to so 
very extraordinary an article of faith, unless 
you will point out the text or texts that afiirm 
it: But on the supposition of its truth, permit 
me, Sir, to ask you, which of the natures of 
Christ was crucified ? 

Clericus. The human nature, the divine na- 


|ture being impassible, 


Discipulus. But if the human natare only suf- 
fered, that is to say, a finite being, a mere man; 
permit me again to ask, where was the infinite 
sacrifice ? 

Clericus. Though it be conceded, that the hu- 
man nature of Christ only suffered, yet the di- 
vine noture by having been united to the haman 


‘nature of Christ, did in some mysierious way 


lighting to impart happiness in ‘all its forms. | 


which in the beginning created the heaven and | 


the earth.’* If then, the imparting of bappi- 
ness was the design of the Creator, in the crea- 


(ion of man, is it not impious to suppose, that) 


infinite Wisdom should have so ill adapted bis 
means to his end 
verse result of what he intended. “‘Tirat ie, eter- 
nal misery to a considerable portion oy his child- 
ren, the human race? And covid this have 
been an evidence ef such kindnéss, good will, 
friendship, tenderness, parepial care and fond- 
ness, as you have delined to be love ? 


Now i 


i 
love occasions eternal misery to the objects of | 
its affection, what could malice more etiect ?— | 
Kut itis evidently absurd to ascribe the same! 


agency and effect to Love, as to malice. he 
doctrine ofeteroal misery, therefore, cannot be 
trne so long as God is Love ; but the converse 
of it. Nor will the difticulty be removed by 


* See Dy. Blair's Sermon on Creation. 


s, a? to have produced the re-| 


communicate such efficacy and dignity, as to 
make the sacrifice of Christ under such circum- 
stances, an infinite sacrifice. 


Discipulus. ‘Vhis is so sublime an explanation 


1 > 4 ~ , 
of the d.fically that | do not comprehend it. 


But L suppose so extraordinary an articie of 
faith, or rather hypothesis, must have, as it cer- 
lainly requires to have, the most specific and 
imperative texts to support and prove it 
Clericus. Did {| not tell you, a moment since. 


i my 4a] . a . 
that though this dectrine was net proved by 


(exis, yet it was an obvious deduction from sey- 
eral; really {| must say, that vour intellect 
seems to be more obtuse than usual. ft have 
|certainly stated the doctrine cle iiy—please to 
make ap. another effort to comprehend it. j 
|should suppose that an article of faith, thot has 
been received by a majority of christians in thes 
world, could not but be obvi 

Diseipulus. 1 think you say, that the human 
nature of Christ only suffered, but that the 
divine nature having been united to the huimen 


te such virtue and divs 


nature, did cormmmupica 
° 


\. 


in nash mysterious way to the man Jesus, that} The ordainiug services were introduced with} Wisdom and strength are his alone, 


as to make what else would baye been! prayer, by Br | he top-ate | 
uiaton iehalie aie Have | stated the Bisbe, Jun. ‘Text, 2 Cor. ¥. 20, Vow, then, we Honor has built his lojty throne, if 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did be-| And glory shines upon bis face. 


article correctly ? oul" 
Clericus. You have. seech you by us: we tel ent Christ's stead be From heav’n, from earth, loud bursts of praise, 
Discipulus. Permit me then, Sir, to tell you, |¥° reconciled to God.” In his pecuharly ener-) my, mighty blessings shall proclaim : 
= > ae fone ’ getic manner, Br. Bisbe shewed, that many doc- Blessings that earth to glory raise; 


that | am no wiser than before. | will, howev-|~ es believed by mankind have no ten ency to: The purchase af the Wankdad tem 


ake fe teark oth trate rece me. Gol and ey therefore i : 
aye not a single text eet ma it. Riplie a pa the Ee. Chet a happy sae nee ———e 9, ome ] 
, ; -|pure doctrine of Ch us o vik | : 
ra ”" ans ty eon meg pare of Bam i =~ aa and the benefit of it in Secting x. 9qpeciee From the Boston Gaxettes | 
erin . “2 . 7 2 e * ee my aine : 
> lin the hearts of men, illustrated. e ordain ia 
the divine nature was separated from him, It ing prayer was offered by Br. D. Pickering — ato? bitwise 


concedes that the humau nature only suflered,! |. = 9 r rie ag le Pah 
at the sane time that it asserts a virtue or en-| poe ty Bee. coudeahp Tee “Rigs af e H 
ergy of an infinite nature remained, which OO) ellowstiie by Br. Benjamin Whittemore; the 
man ever had ; as the energy is supposed to 8S Condhiding preps by Br. T. Whittemore. and, 
he os seen pmal on ee ereslyrn Benediction by the Pastor elect J 
coe So amelie pega pomp There were several circumstances which’ We have left the white cliffs of our own native land, 
es ne bid rgb nl ‘would | ded to render these services highly interest- And deserted the homes of our sires— 

oc - selng A High pp wer. ae ing. ‘They were performed upon the anniver- On these shores and this desert, our resolute band 
ee eee a eres sary of the Landing of the Forefathers, in the | Will kindle anew their bright cotiage fires. 


»roof is offered, 1 therefore do not understand enzo 

the doctrine, and it. seem to me, to be even town where mo wees ee — rods” None here but our God and our conscience shall be 

more incomprehensible ‘han its kindred doc- of that hallowe his New w me th rn P ri The guide and defence of our path—~ 

trine, (ransubstantiation. ed their feet in this New : Ppabe sik rf ee mn Far better endure, where the soil may be free, 
Clericus 1 begin to think, that | may, per-|{6 Season of the yeary was remarkably ‘ine ; shan yield to oppresion or qual at ts writh 

haps, be induced to say, asa worthy aod cele. | A Bawa, tateloe, ei pe gallery were ail O welcome, then, welcome, wild Jand of our rest, 

brated Roman Catholic’Bishop has been report | completely filled. The congregation listened And welcome red battle and woe, - 

ed to have said, while a eeppis.nn the subject’ vith gnintermitted attention, and manifested Farpetter than slumber amid the opprest, 

« the, trinity, was agitated ; “ That if | the; that they were not unaffected hearers and spec- To wake the war-cry of the dark Indian foe. 

Church had not decided the doctrine of the tators. "The services were interspersed with |‘ 


ere rest we our fainting limbs, weary with toit— *. P 
We greet thee, wild land, as our home ’ 
We have braved the rude tempest, to dwell on thy soil— 
We have ploughed thro’ the deep ocean’s foam. . 


imity, tha: he ld have yielded his assent : ; ph § : 
ri the sold hare led his st en’ ty whey paral fre a } 
oe : : ‘uncommon manner in which the time was kep 
Discipulus. It certainly appears to me, to be) up even to the very end of each performance, REFLECTIONS ON THE TRANSITORY 
wonderful, that so lame and incomprehensible gaye great satisfaction. It excelled in this re- STATE OF MAN. 
an hypothesis should ever bave been assented | cyect what we usually hear. hs henutedbun'ilty soa is atell é 


to, and made the foundation of an article of| “phe Meeting-House is seventy feet in length) 4 canopy of clouds to-morrow 
faith, that has been received in the orthodox | yy fifty in breadth. [t is faithfully built, bas a) and shorter oft the space renappnte at 
churches; and that upon this sandy foundation gallery in {ront, on which we perceived a hand-| scenes of j6y' aiid sbenes of pai 4 
should have been erected the doctrine of infi-| some clock, and stands in a very elevated situa- . , 
nite satisfaction and sacrifice for sin: Nor could) tion. The interior is marked by symmetry and 
it ever have obtained currency | think, but for'| simplicity. The cost of the house, we under- 


‘ 


‘Soft pass the rays of sportive youth, 
The pleasing dream so fair and fleeting, 


the adoption of the convenient papal maxim,’ gtand. is about six thousand dollars. So like the brilliant sommer’s sun, 
that Reason must submit to Faith. You will! igde “Serdarweet prayer to God, that he Behind the western hill retreating. — 
therefore, : hope, yt tee aha for substitut- | bless this rising Society and their young minis-! Then age in twilight gray appears, 
Ing, instead of ine above incomprehensible ar) tering servant with prosperity and peace. They Approaching death, se dread and dreary, 
ticle, made by fallible man,~~My belief, in the | have the satisfaction to reflect, that in dissent-; The end of joy, and end of fears, 
declaration of the inspired apostle, “’That there | ing from the worship of their respected breth- A pleasing solace to the weary. 
is one God, and one Mediator between God and| pen of other denominations, they have but fol- EMS ve 
men, the man Christ Jesus.” lowed the highly applauded example of thee}, Knee anc at vain! 

men, with the remembrance of whom Plymouth) , ° 'Q™°! SORRY a0 ie Co eee 

A myst’ry you cannot explain, 


is always associated. : 
) A tread the passing breeze can sever. 
NB. An ordaining Council was formed, the particular 


DEDICATION AND ORDINATION. doings of which will be given in the official publication of; ake then a retrospective view, 
| the minutes, And let it on thy mind impress, 


On Friday the 22d inst. the new Univer-| ’ This shortly will remain to you,— 
salist Meeting House, in Plymouth, Mass. was| _ “A green grave and forgetfulness.” 
Dedicated to the service of God, and Br..James 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


= et nes —— ——- 


SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


H. Bugbee was ordained over the Universalist - om nh ca te a en 
Society in that town. GHBIST AR YN MARKIED IN THIS CITY, 
The services of Dedication were as follows:| From heav’n the loud, th’ angelic song began, Capt. Seth Bartlett to Miss Mary Kimball. 
Select portions of Scripture were read by Br. It shook the skies and reach’d astonish’d man:} Mr. John Bagley to Miss Sarah Hunnewell. 
J. H. Bugbee. Phe introductory prayer was|By man re-echo’d, it shall mount again ; Mr. Ebenezer Alexander to Miss Nancy Wilson 
offered by Br. Thomas Whittemore. ‘The Ded-| ~ While fragrant odours fill the blissful plain. Mr. Richard Burroughs to Mrs. Cynthia Bosbens” 
peeree ayes by Br- oe mansoter; _, The Worthy the Lamb of boundless sway ; 
m by » iP vests os . 2 a ; 
xe i=} Worship the — ai habe f holt _In earth and heav’n the Lord of all: ; DIED IN THIS ofmry, 
ness ” The speaker directed the niinds of the Y % oo ar ie. rulers, oe obey, Miss Abba Robbins W illiams, daughter of Mr. Jobs 
And low before his foot-stoo! fall. W. aged 12. 


een rebeclions ou the chat- In Charlestown, on Sunday afternoon, Mr. James B 
’ > . es ry 


acter of the Being we are required to worship ;| The deed was done : the Lamb was slain, ant, aged 40 
| ; . > : 
neticed the nature cf the worship he requires, Ihe groaning earth the burthen bore: In Cambridgeport on the 22di nae “ 
. . : . . , inst. Mrs. nnah 
and illustrated the duly of worshipping God by | He Tose, he lives ; he lives to reign, ; of Mr. Joba Fuller, aged 58. “ as 
the commandimenis given to Isrvei, by the ex-| Nor time shali shake his endieas pow’r. In Scituate, Mass on the 21st inst. Mr. Peter Merritt 
ampies of the «arty christians, and by |anl’s ad-j ich — st aged 80. erritt, 
; : eget ; Niches and all that decks the great, / 
vice to christians, (hat they s inol forsakcthe) From we rv pre imber’d | ‘ * bring: In Newburyport, Rev Semuel P. Williams, pastor of 
; — rom worlds unnumber'd hither bring ; the first Presbyterian Church, in that town, aged 48. 


ecscmainte a) Us mesives . he concluding | Phe tribate ur before his seat In ved f L 
prayer was giace by Lr. Sei Sicison Se ee neg he, « a vedway, Mass. Mrs, Lydi if Japt. 
~ . { Aud hail the triurnphs of our King. Metealf. " ’ ydia, wile of Capt. Luther 


